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matters not under the constitution in their power Chapter
already. In like manner Section 8 safeguards the posi-    __L
tion of the Constitution of the Commonwealth, and
Section 9 (1) expressly forbids the Commonwealth to
make laws on any matter within the authority of the
States and not within the authority of the Common-
wealth. The constitution of New Zealand is also safe-
guarded by Section 8, though in that case no federal
issue arose. But the extent of power of change is at
present disputed, and it was preferred to leave the
matter without change. There is no safeguard for
the constitutions of the Union or Newfoundland or
the Irish Free State inserted in the Statute.
So far therefore as positive law is concerned, the chief
derogation from sovereignty takes place in the case
of Canada, and the lack of ability to amend the con-
stitution by local action depends on the inability of
the Canadian federation and provinces to agree on a
mode' of change. In this sense the limitation is self-
imposed and therefore not a serious derogation from
sovereignty. In the case of the Commonwealth power
of change is vested locally, and the same remark applies
to the other Dominions. It is another question how
far this power extends to a termination of the bond of
unity with the other parts of the Empire, and this will
be considered later (Chapter IV.).
(9) From the outset it has been the practice for the
King in Council to act as the final authority in matters
of justice in the colonies. The power which originally
rested on the prerogative, that is on common law, was
made statutory under the Judicial Committee Acts of
1833 and 184=4 under which the Judicial Committee
of the Privy Council was created with the duty of